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JMC Named National
Blue Ribbon School

John M. Clayton Elemen
tary School in Frankford was
one of three schools in
Delaware and 337 nationwide
to be named a National Blue
Ribbon School for 2014.

This is the second time
that John M. Clayton Elemen
tary (formerly Frankford Ele
mentary) has received this
national honor. It also won the
award in 2004. Overall, it is the
Indian River School District’s
eighth National Blue Ribbon
Award since 2001.

“John M. Clayton Elemen
tary has set an exemplary ex
ample for public schools across
the country,” Superintendent
Susan Bunting said. “Each year,
its teachers and staff work tire
lessly to make sure that stu
dents facing a variety of
demographic and economic

challenges receive a quality ed
ucation. The dedication of
these talented educators is
without compare. My heartfelt
congratulations go to the en
tire John M. Clayton commu
nity on this prestigious national
honor.”

The Blue Ribbon Award
honors schools whose students
have achieved at high levels or
have made significant im
provements in achievement,
especially among disadvan
taged or minority groups. The

Continued on Page 4

John M. Clayton Elementary School in Frankford won its second
National Blue Ribbon School Award in 2014.

Expansion
Projects
Progressing

Construction is continuing
on Phase One of the building
expansion projects approved
by Indian River School District
residents in a major capital im
provement referendum on Jan
uary 29, 2013.

North Georgetown, Long
Neck and East Millsboro ele
mentary schools are each re
ceiving eight additional
classrooms in Phase One. 

At North Georgetown, ex
terior work is nearly complete
and the building has been en
closed. Interior work is pro
gressing, and the project is on
pace for completion in lateNo
vember.

At East Millsboro, roof
work is complete and windows

Continued on Page 4

Beahan Honored by NASSP

Neil Beahan (center) with
NASSP Executive Director
JoAnn Bartoletti and NASSP
President G.A. Buie.

In May, Neil Beahan of the
Southern Delaware School of
the Arts was named Delaware’s
2014 Middle Level Principal of
the Year by the Delaware Asso
ciation of School Administra
tors.

The honor made Beahan
eligible for the National Princi
pal of the Year Award spon

sored by the National Associa
tion of Secondary School Prin
cipals (NASSP) and MetLife.
Behan was recognized along
with the other state winners at
the NASSP Principal’s Institute
in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 8
10.

The institute saluted all
Continued on Page 4
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Bunting

Dear Parents,
It always makes me im

mensely happy to have one
of our schools recognized for
its efforts in providing exem
plary academic programs to
students. As you can see on
Page 1, John M. Clayton Ele
mentary School was recently
named a National Blue Rib
bon School for the second
time in 10 years. It’s also
worth noting, however, that
Phillip C. Showell, John M.
Clayton and Lord Baltimore
elementary schools were
named State Recognition
Schools for 2014, while Long
Neck and East Millsboro ele
mentary schools were
named Delaware Schools of
Continued Excellence. I com
mend the staff and students
at each of these schools for
their hard work in earning
these prestigious honors.
Congratulations!

I would like to thank par
ents for their patience and
cooperation this fall during
the implementation of a new
transportation system that
resulted in daily schedule
changes at several schools.
We had a smooth opening to
the school year in Septem
ber. The new system has
functioned well in the weeks
and months that have fol
lowed.

I deeply appreciate your
taking an active interest in
your children’s eduction.
Have a great holiday season! 

Sincerely,

Susan S. Bunting
Superintendent
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Indian River was recently
named a District of Distinction
by District Administration mag
azine for its “Home Grown by
Indian River: An Administrative
Development Program Model”
initiative.

This national recognition
program honors districts that
demonstrate educational ex
cellence with innovative strate
gies and ideas that can also be
replicated by other school dis
tricts. Indian River was one of
nearly 50 districts from 28
states to be honored.  

The IRSD Administrative
Development Program began
in 2005 with the goal of groom
ing teachers to fill administra
tive positions. Through a series
of intense training sessions,
participants were able to hone
their leadership skills and ac
quire an indepth knowledge of
the operations, finances, per
sonnel procedures and instruc
tional expectations of the
district. 

Numerous graduates of
the ADP program now hold ad
ministrative positions in the
district. 

“This highlysuccessful
program has produced a cadre
of highlyeffective administra
tors at both the school and dis
trict levels,” Superintendent

Susan Bunting said. “It’s im
mensely satisfying to see so
many individuals who came to
our district as teachers now
holding leadership positions.
We are pleased to offer our
teachers this wonderful oppor
tunity for professional ad
vancement.”

Markell Visits SCHS

Gov. Jack Markell visited Sussex Central High School on Sept.
8 to speak to students about pursing a college education. Gov.
Markell gave an overview of the college access supports of
fered by the state and encouraged students to pursue those
options during their senior year. Following his remarks, Gov.
Markell answered questions from SCHS students.

IRSD ADP
Program
Honored

On Friday, Sept. 5, Sherman, the mascot of the Delmarva Shore
birds baseball team, visited Selbyville Middle School to partici
pate in the schoolwide “Swinging for Success” assembly to kick
off the 20142015 school year. Above left, Sherman does the
“Chicken Dance” with SMS students. Above right, Sherman is
pictured with SMS teacher Tim Clausen.

Sherman Helps Kick Off
New School Year at SMS

Visit us on the web: 

irsd.net



The Indian River School
District is accepting school
choice applications for the
20152016 school year.

The application deadline
for students in Grades 112 is
Wednesday, January 14, 2015
at 4:00 p.m. Parents must sub
mit a Delaware Standard Appli
cation for Educational Options,
along with an Indian River
School District Choice Student
Supplemental Information
Form. These forms are avail
able on the district web site:
irsd.net.

Application forms should
be mailed to Indian River
School District, Attn: School
Choice, 31 Hosier Street, Sel
byville, DE 19975.

All school choice applica
tions will be either approved or
disapproved by the Indian
River Board of Education at its
regular meeting on February
23, 2015. Applications will not
be considered by the Board on
a monthly basis prior to the
February meeting.

The district has the right to
disapprove an application

based on building capacity or
the student’s discipline and/or
attendance record. 

Applications received after
the January 14 deadline will be
considered only if “good cause”
circumstances exist. These cir
cumstances include a change in
the child’s residence due to a
change in family residence; a
change in the state in which a
family resides; a change in a
parent’s martial status; the lo
cation of child care services; a
change in residence caused by
a guardianship proceeding,
placement of the child in foster
care, adoption or participation
by the child in a foreign ex
change program; a reported
and recorded instance of bully
ing against the child as defined
in Delaware Code; or participa
tion by the child in a substance
abuse or mental health treat
ment program.

Parents enrolling their
child in kindergarten are en
couraged to submit a school
choice application by April 30,
2015 at 4:00 p.m. for consider
ation by the Board of Educa

tion at its May 18, 2015 meet
ing. Parents of kindergarten
students must first enroll their
child in his or her school of res
idence before submitting a
choice application.

Parents still reserve the

right to submit a school choice
application for kindergarten up
until the first day of the 2015
2016 school year if capacity at
the choice school exists.

For more information, call
(302) 4361000.
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Indian River High School
hosted a special ceremony on
Oct. 11 to dedicate a new, 14
foothigh sign on the school’s
front lawn. 

The sign was donated by
IRHS Alumni Association with
financial assistance from State
Reps. John Atkins and Ron Gray
and State Sen. Gerald Hocker.
The sign features an 8foot
wide electronic message board
that can rotate through several
messages at a time. The sign
also features a new studentde
signed logo of a Native Ameri
can chief. 

The Class of 2000 provided
materials for the landscaping at
the base of the sign. The design
and labor were donated by
Calvin Walters, a 1976 IRHS
graduate. 

IRHS Alumni Association members at the dedication ceremony
on Oct. 11. Front row (from left): Joy Cadden, Marla Daisey, Ruth
Ann Marvel and Cindy Gallimore. Back Row (from left): Mitch
Rogers, IRHS Principal Bennett Murray and Calvin Walters.

New Sign Dedicated at IRHS

Gym Floor Gets Update
at Millsboro Middle

The installation of the new gym floor at Millsboro Middle
School was completed in earlySeptember. Featuring updated
logos and lettering, the new floor is currently being used by
the school’s athletic teams and physical education classes.
The previous gym floor was decades old and in need of re
placement due to cracks and splintering. 

IRSD Accepting Choice
Applications for ‘15-16

This fall, Selbyville Middle
School conducted a canned
food drive to benefit a local
community food pantry. Titled
“Just One,” the campaign en
couraged every student and
staff member to donate just
one canned or boxed nonper
ishable food item. An esti
mated 800 items were
collected for the pantry.

SMS students Devyn Roos
(left) and Malaurie Noble with
food collected in the drive.

SMS Conducts
Food Drive
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program recognizes schools in
two performance categories –
Exemplary High Performing
Schools and Exemplary
Achievement Gap Closing
Schools. High Performing
Schools are among the best in
their state as measured by
scores on state assessments or
nationallynormed tests. Ex
emplary Achievement Gap
Closing Schools are recognized
for closing achievement gaps
between the various ethnic and
socioeconomic student sub
groups.

John M. Clayton Elemen
tary was a winner in the Exem
plary High Performing Schools
category. Despite having large
percentages of minority and
economicallydisadvantaged
students, JMC has consistently
performed well on state assess
ments. In 2014, it was praised
by the state for its efforts in
closing achievement gaps
among student subgroups. The
percentage of AfricanAmeri
can and Hispanic students at
JMC who met performance
standards in math and reading
consistently exceeded the
state average.

“The staff at John M. Clay
ton Elementary is ecstatic upon
learning that we were named a
National Blue Ribbon School by
the Department of Education,”
JMC Principal Charlynne Hop

kins said. “To accomplish this it
takes a singular focus on stu
dent achievement. The staff is
phenomenal and works to
gether as a team to make sure
that all students are successful
and I can’t praise our students
enough for their accomplish
ments. Together they work
hard and continually demon
strate that all students can
achieve high standards and ex
pectations.”  

Hopkins was also the prin
cipal of Long Neck Elementary
School when it won Blue Ribbon

recognition in 2005 and 2011.
John M. Clayton Elemen

tary School was honored along
with the other national winners
at a special awards ceremony
November 1011 in Washing
ton, D.C.

The district’s other Blue
Ribbon Award winners are
Long Neck Elementary (2005
and 2011), East Millsboro Ele
mentary (2008), North George
town Elementary (2006), Phillip
C. Showell Elementary (2003)
and Lord Baltimore Elementary
(2001).   
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John M. Clayton Elementary School may be a newlyminted
National Blue Ribbon School, but red ribbons took center
stage the week of Oct. 2731. In honor of Red Ribbon Week,
which promotes drug, alcohol, tobacco and bullying preven
tion, JMC held a series of spirit days, each with a different slo
gan and dressup theme. Above, thirdgrade students and
teachers show off their costumes on the day they dressed as
book, story, comic book or movie characters that exhibit good
character. On other days, students dressed in the apparel of
their favorite sports teams; in red, bright or neon colors and
in traditional costumes from other cultures. 

JMC Wins
National
Honor

Red Ribbon Week
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state winners while providing a
forum for honorees to advo
cate for education and share
best practices and expertise.

Beahan has been an em
ployee of the Indian River
School District for 33 years. He
began his career as a music

teacher at Selbyville Middle
School in 1981. He held that
post until 2005 when he ac
cepted a music teacher posi
tion at Southern Delaware
School of the Arts. In 2007, he
became an assistant principal
at Sussex Central High School.
He has been the principal of

Southern Delaware School of
the Arts since 2009.

In October, Beahan at
tended a special ceremony in
Dover during which Delaware
Gov. Jack Markell signed a
proclamation designating Oc
tober as Principal Recognition
Month.

Neil Beahan Recognized by NASSP

“IRSD: A Model of Excellence”

From Page 1
have been installed. Interior
and site work is progressing,
and the project is slated for
completion in lateDecember.

At Long Neck, roof instal
lation and exterior brick work
are progressing. The installa
tion of windows and the enclo
sure of the building will follow.
The project is tentatively
scheduled for completion in
midJanuary.

For additional information
and photos of the construction
projects, visit irsd.net.

Phase Two, which will be
completed in 2015, is currently
in the design and development
stage. It will include the addi
tion of eight classrooms and a
new kitchen at the George
town Elementary/Georgetown
Middle School complex, four
classrooms at Phillip C. Showell
Elementary School and two
classrooms at Selbyville Middle
School.

The Selbyville Middle
School and Phillip C. Showell
Elementary School projects are
tentatively slated to go to bid
in January. The Georgetown El
ementary/Georgetown Middle
School project is ready for
state agency review and will
likely go to bid in March.

Construction
Progressing

North Georgetown expansion
project in earlyNovember.

Long Neck expansion project
in earlyNovember.


